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Dear Leo Baeck parents, 
 
I hope your summer has gone well and that you have enjoyed the sunshine! We are gearing up 
for a wonderful year and are getting ready to welcome your children back in September! Last 
year was a busy one but the hard work we put into our reauthorization with the International 
Baccalaureate Organization and the CAIS Accreditation process have paid off in spades, and 
both prestigious organizations had high praise for the strength of our teaching staff, our 
academic program, and especially the range of extra-curriculars available to our students. We 
look forward to working with our entire community as we review the suggestions from both the 
IBO and CAIS for continuous improvement. Thanks to all who were part of those processes for 
making them so successful! 
 
At the same time as we celebrated Yvette Burke's 30th year with the school, the South Campus 
has a new Interim Principal. We are so pleased that Rochelle Chester will take on this role for 
the coming year, and we know that she will bring her wealth of experience in educational 
leadership and boundless energy to the next in a long line of positions of senior responsibility 
she has held at the school she loves so much. Yvette and Rochelle look forward to meeting with 
you all at the opening barbecues and Curriculum Information Nights, and if you haven't met 
Rochelle, these are great opportunities to get to know her. 
 
On a final note, two major announcements came late in our school year, which we hope will 
have a major impact on the student experience at our school. The first was the announcement 
of the largest gift in the history of the school, to establish the Leo Baeck Tikkun Project. The 
Project will begin in pilot phase this year, with the creation of one grade-specific Tikkun Olam 
unit per campus, rooted in Jewish tradition but exemplifying the best of modern, innovative 
educational practices. We know that this project will only enhance this key area of our school's 
mission. And at the very end of the year we were excited to announce that a portion of our main 
level at the North Campus will be occupied this year by the students of Zareinu, a key provider 
of special educational services to those in our community whose needs are too great for 
traditional Jewish day schools. While the space and timing occupied by Zareinu is designed to 
create minimal interruption to the regular flow of the Leo Baeck day, this partnership provides a 
remarkable opportunity for our students to engage in Tikkun Olam within the walls of the school 
through carefully supported interaction opportunities.  
 
I look forward to working with you all again this year as we embark in new directions together! 
 
L'Shanah Tovah, 
 

 
Eric Petersiel, RJE 
Head of School 
The Leo Baeck Day School 


